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Jan Van Eyck and the fairer sex

Jan Van Eyck’s paintings of men’s and women’s
clothes featured drapes in unique colours. And
centuries later, these portrayals still never fail to
amaze us. Visually pleasing fabrics decorated with
brocade, jewellery, pearls and stones.
Anxious to show off his patrons’ wealth, Jan van
Eyck, it could be said, became the publisher of
the glossiest magazine of his time.

guided tours
Discover Ghent in the days of Van Eyck

Why not join us on a journey back in time to the
Burgundian period in which Jan van Eyck lived?
The then ruler, Duke Philip the Good, appointed
him as court painter. Van Eyck used oil colours to
paint on oak panels and depicted everyday reality
in the finest detail: clothing made from Ghent
cloth, exquisite glass and wood carvings, glittering
jewellery,… the best craftspeople were able to offer
at the time. This is certainly reflected in the famous
polyptych altarpiece “the Adoration of the Mystic
Lamb”, which he painted together with his brother
Hubert and was unveiled in 1432.

The local “stones”, wooden facades and
half-timbered houses also belong to Van
Eyck’s artistic portrayal of Ghent. The
walking tour through the medieval city’s past
is an opportunity to explore the squares and
buildings that would have been a familiar sight
to Van Eyck during that epoch. They reveal the
lifestyles, crafts, law and traditions of a 15th
century Flemish city.
This tour is available in Dutch, French,
English, German and Spanish.

Who were his models? First of all, Isabella of
Portugal. She and Philip the Good had been
promised to each other, but had never actually met.
So the Duke commissioned Jan Van Eyck, whom
he appointed as court painter, to produce a
portrait of his future bride.
Jan Van Eyck was living in Bruges when he
painted The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb. He
was offered accommodation by Joost Vijd and
Elisabeth Borluut in Ghent, because the Mystic
Lamb was being created in St Bavo’s Cathedral.
As the Vijd family was Jan’s patron, why not,
out of gratitude, depict Elisabeth on her most
photogenic side? The painting also shows some
ladies of noble bearing. They paid huge sums
of money for the opportunity to pose… Is your
curiosity starting to get the better of you?
This tour is available in English and Dutch.

Theft of the Righteous Judges

During the night of 10 to 11 April 1934, two
panels were stolen from the world-famous
painting ‘The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb’
in Ghent’s St. Bavo’s Cathedral.
One panel was quickly recovered, but the other,
‘The Righteous Judges’, has never been found.
During this walking tour we will be
reconstructing events surrounding the major
art theft of the 20th century, while considering
potential location sites referred to by various
amateur detectives.
The mystery surrounding the theft is still a
source of endless fascination for many people
in and outside Ghent.
This theme can also be booked in the form of
a lecture. Both the lecture and the walking tour
are available only in Dutch.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Priced at €90, these tours last one and a half
to two hours. For information and bookings,
please contact info@gandante.be,
0032 9 375 31 61 - 0032 479 51 52 42.

LECTURES

A lecture can help to provide a stimulating introduction
prior to a visit to the new visitor centre in St Bavo’s Cathedral, Ghent.
We offer you the opportunity to explore the following themes:

The Mystic Lamb, a highly symbolic lecture

The medieval painter’s aim was to impart the
Christian faith to religious believers. A work
of art’s aesthetic merit served to underpin this
primary objective of providing instruction. The
Van Eyck brothers used a highly sophisticated
form of symbolism in the Mystic Lamb to
portray the profound mysteries of faith.
Contemporary observers 's keen to study and
understand the polyptych altarpiece need
to rediscover and interpret this medieval
symbolic language. The lecture begins with a
short historical introduction before attempting
to reveal the deeper meaning of the various
iconographic features of the altarpiece. Little
by little, the work of art reveals a coherent story
about the major issues of faith and the role of
Christ as the saviour of the world.
This lecture is presented in English, French,
Spanish and Dutch.
Restoration of the Mystic Lamb

The work on restoring the panels of the Mystic
Lamb in the Museum of Fine Arts in Ghent
got underway in 2012. The restoration of
the outer panels revealed that Van Eyck’s real
paintings were hidden there under a sixteenth/

seventeenth-century overpainting that no one
knew about.
One of our Gandante vzw guides closely
followed the restoration work, the lectures and
information provided about the entire process
and will be delighted to share her insights with
you.
This lecture will be given in Dutch only.
Theft of the Righteous Judges

You can invite a speaker from Gandante vzw
to make a presentation on the theme of this
mysterious theft, which is also available as a
theme-specific walking tour.
This lecture will be given in Dutch only.
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Costing €150 for the speaker, a lecture lasts one
and a half hours. You may wish to organise the
event yourself, for example in the hotel where
you are staying, or we can help you to book a
room for this purpose in the centre of Ghent.
Please feel free to contact us at the following
address: info@gandante.be,
0032 9 375 31 61 - 0032 479 51 52 42.

CULINARY
EXPERIENCE
The Van Eyck Year 2020 also includes a day
or evening programme of activities, where
one of the items is a boat trip allowing you the
opportunity to savour a unique beer with a
link to the famous painting. In the afternoon
we will offer you a meal featuring plants, fruits
and other ingredients to be found in the Mystic
Lamb painting. The programme can be tailored
to your requirements, time commitment,
budget, ... Feel free to contact us. The
programme is part of a joint initiative between
us and Artoria bvba.
If you think our programme might appeal to
you, please do not hesitate to get in touch with
info@gandante.be,
0032 9 375 31 61 - 0032 479 51 52 42.

STORIES &
INTERESTING FACTS
If you are staying in accommodation in Ghent
you may well be tempted to enjoy the fairylike experience of the city when it is lit up at
night. Our guides will be delighted to tell you
all about the beautifully illuminated buildings
during an evening walking tour, or reveal
the city’s hidden treasures during a daytime
exploration of the city.
PRACTICAL INFORMATION

A guided tour lasting one and a half to two
hours costs €90, while a one-hour city
discovery costs €60.
Pay a visit to the www.gandante.be website to
discover all the themes on offer.

